
  

  
 

 

 
SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

 
CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR is CNN's chief international correspondent and anchor 
of the network's award-winning, flagship global affairs programme "Amanpour." She 
is based in the network's London bureau. Beginning in 1983 as an entry-level assistant 
on the international assignment desk at CNN's headquarters in Atlanta, Amanpour 
rose through the organization becoming a reporter at the New York bureau, and later, 
the network's leading international correspondent. In 1996, Newsweek said that her 
reporting from conflict hotspots in the Gulf and the Balkans had helped make CNN 
'must-see TV for world leaders'. From the 1991 Gulf War, the 2003 American-led 
invasion, Amanpour has documented the bloody violence which has marked Iraq's 
recent history. In 2004, she also reported exclusively from the courtroom at the trial of 
Saddam Hussein, where the former dictator was eventually sentenced to death for 
crimes against humanity. On the ground during the siege of Sarajevo, Amanpour 
exposed the brutality of the Bosnian War, reporting on the daily tragedy of life for 
civilians in the city. She was outspoken, calling out the human rights abuses, 
massacres and genocide committed against the Bosnian Moslems, later saying ‘There 
are some situations one simply cannot be neutral about, because when you are 
neutral you are an accomplice.’ In 2009 "Amanpour." was launched, and the 
primetime interview programme has seen Amanpour speak to a raft of leaders and 
decision makers on the issues affecting the world today. Throughout her time at CNN 
Amanpour has secured exclusive interviews with global power players. In the wake of 
the September 11 attacks she was the first international correspondent to interview 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Pakistani president Pervez Musharraf and Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai. During the height of the Arab Spring she conducted an 
Emmy-winning interview, the last, with Libya's former leader 'Colonel' Moammar 
Gadhafi, she was also the last journalist to interview Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak 
just before he was deposed. Following his landslide election victory, Amanpour spoke 
exclusively to Iranian president Hassan Rouhani, eliciting from him 
acknowledgement of the occurrence of the Holocaust. She also had the rare 
opportunity to sit down with Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, talking to him 
about the widespread violent demonstrations in his country. In January 2014, 
Amanpour also exclusively broke the news of a dossier of testimony and photographs 
which alleged to show systematic torture of prisoners by government forces in Syria, 
welcoming a panel of war crimes experts who attested to the veracity of the shocking 
allegations. It was with this evidence that she later confronted Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev, challenging him to justify his government's support for the Assad 
regime. She has reported from the aftermath of many humanitarian crises including 
the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the 2011 Japanese tsunami, and Hurricane 
Katrina, where she visited a community center which had been converted to a 
makeshift morgue for victims of the storm. In addition to her work as an anchor and 
reporter, Amanpour is an active rights campaigner. A board member of the 
Committee to Protect Journalists, the Centre for Public Integrity and the International 
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Women's Media Foundation, she has used her profile to raise awareness of key global 
issues and journalists' rights. She has interviewed educational rights activist Malala 
Yousafzai for CNN on several occasions. In May 2014 she used an appearance on 
BBC television to raise awareness of the plight of the 200 Nigerian schoolgirls 
abducted by Boko Haram - asking British Prime Minister David Cameron to join the 
#BringBackOurGirls campaign. Amanpour has earned every major television 
journalism award including eleven News and Documentary Emmy Awards, four 
Peabody Awards, two George Polk Awards, three duPont-Columbia Awards and the 
Courage in Journalism Award. She has received nine honorary degrees, has been 
named a CBE and in 2014 was inducted into the Cable Hall of Fame. She is an 
honorary citizen of Sarajevo and a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Freedom of 
the Press and the Safety of Journalists. Amanpour graduated summa cum laude from 
the University of Rhode Island with a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism. 
 
MEVAN BABAKAR is Full Fact's Digital Product Manager. She leads on Full Fact's 
automated factchecking work. She co-authored The State of Automated Factchecking 
in 2016. In the past she has also run the election and referendum crowdfunding 
campaigns, the latest raised over £100,000. Mevan joined Full Fact in 2014 after 
working at Cancer Research. Previous to that she helped build BitetheBallot, a non-
profit organisation that registers young people to vote. There she launched Britain’s 
first ever National Voter Registration Day. She graduated with a Masters in 
Bioengineering from the University of Sheffield. 
 
PROFESSOR MICHAEL CLARKE was Director General of the Royal United 
Services Institute (RUSI) from 2007 to 2015 when he retired from that role. Until 
2001 he was Deputy Vice-Principal and Director for Research Development at King’s 
College London, where he remains a Visiting Professor of Defence Studies. From 
1990 to 2001 he was the founding Director of the Centre for Defence Studies at 
King’s. He was appointed Professor in 1995. He is now a Fellow of King’s College 
London and of the Universities of Aberystwyth and of Exeter, where he is also 
Associate Director of the Strategic Studies Institute. He has previously taught at the 
Universities of Aberystwyth, Manchester and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and also at the 
University of New Brunswick and the Open University. He has been a Guest Fellow 
at the Brookings Institution, Washington DC, and a Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies 
at the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House) in London. He has 
been a specialist adviser to the House of Commons Defence Committee since 1997, 
having served previously with the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 
1995-6, and the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Bribery in 2009. In 2004 he was 
appointed as the UK’s member of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on 
Disarmament Matters. In 2009 he was appointed to the Prime Minister’s National 
Security Forum and in 2010 to the Chief of Defence Staff’s Strategic Advisory Group. 
He also served on the Strategic Advisory Panel on Defence for UK Trade and 
Industry and in 2014 was Chairman of the Defence Communications Advisory panel 
for the Ministry of Defence. In March 2014 he was appointed by the Deputy Prime 
Minister to chair an Independent Surveillance Review at RUSI which reported in 
2015. That report, A Democratic Licence To Operate: The Report Of The Independent 
Surveillance Review, was published as part of the public discussion around the 
Interception of Communications Bill, enacted into law in December 2016. In January 
2016 he was appointed a specialist adviser to the Joint Committee on National 
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Security Strategy. In October 2016 he was also appointed to Chair the independent 
inquiry into drone warfare on behalf of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Drones. 
 
MATTHEW D’ANCONA writes a weekly column for the Guardian. He was 
previously editor of the Spectator and also writes for the Evening Standard, the 
International New York Times and GQ. He was the Sunday Telegraph’s political 
columnist for 19 years. He is a visiting research fellow at Queen Mary University of 
London, author of several books including In It Together: The Inside Story Of The 
Coalition, and chairman of the think tank Bright Blue. He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Science Museum. He was elected a Fellow of All Souls College, 
Oxford, in 1989, after gaining First Class Honours in Modern History at Magdalen 
College where he was a Demy (scholar). 
 
GENERAL THE LORD RICHARDS OF HERSTMONCEUX GCB CBE DSO 
DL led operations in East Timor, Sierra Leone, and Afghanistan. He is particularly 
well known for his command in Sierra Leone in 2000 when he interpreted his orders 
creatively to achieve much more than was at first thought possible, ensuring the 
ultimate defeat of the RUF rebels and the avoidance of much bloodshed in the capital 
Freetown. He went on to command NATO forces in Afghanistan during the 
Alliance’s expansion of responsibility across the whole country. Having first 
commanded the British Army, in 2010 he became Chief of the Defence Staff, the 
professional head of Britain’s armed forces and their strategic commander as well as 
the Prime Minister’s military adviser and a member of the National Security Council. 
In this capacity, amongst many other tasks, he played a major role in the Libyan 
campaign in 2011 and in devising the UK’s final strategy for Afghanistan. He retired 
in July 2013. His UK operational awards include a Mention in Despatches, 
Commander of the British Empire, Distinguished Service Order and Knight 
Commander of the Bath; the first officer to receive an operational knighthood since 
World War 2. In 2011 he received the annual Churchillian Award for leadership. He 
was created Baron Richards of Herstmonceux in February 2014 and now sits in the 
House of Lords. Amongst many other appointments he is a visiting Professor of 
Exeter University and an Honorary Fellow of both King’s College London and 
Cardiff University. He is Senior Adviser to the International Institute of Strategic 
Studies, an adviser to a number of governments and commercial businesses, and 
Chairman of Equilibrium Global. He is also actively involved with a number of 
charities, especially the Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League of which he is the 
Deputy Grand President. His autobiography Taking Command was published in 
October 2014. 
 
RICHARD SAMBROOK is Professor of Journalism and Director of the Centre for 
Journalism at Cardiff University. For thirty years he was a journalist at the BBC 
working as a producer and editor on many national radio and TV news programmes 
and on location in China, the Middle East, Russia, Europe and the USA. He was on 
the management board of the BBC for ten years first as Director of Sport, then 
Director of News and finally Director of Global News and the World Service during 
which time he oversaw the launch of a number of news channels and websites. 
Following the BBC he worked for two years as Global Vice Chairman and Chief 
Content Officer for Edelman, the world's largest PR firm, advising clients around the 
world on digital content strategies and on crisis management. He frequently writes 
and speaks on the future of media and journalism, and on crisis management. 
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CO-CHAIRS 
 
THE MOST HONOURABLE THE MARQUESS OF LOTHIAN PC QC DL 
(formerly Rt Hon Michael Ancram MP) was first elected to the UK Parliament in 
1974 and served as a Conservative Member of Parliament until his retirement at the 
May 2010 General Election. He was subsequently appointed to the House of Lords as 
a Life Peer. He has held the posts of Chairman of the Conservative Party, Deputy 
Leader, Shadow Foreign Secretary and Shadow Secretary of State for Defence. On 
stepping down from the Front Bench in 2005, Lord Lothian was appointed to the 
Intelligence and Security Committee of Parliament, to which he was reappointed in 
2010, in 2015 and again in 2017. In 1993, he was appointed Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State at the Northern Ireland Office, and in January 1994 was appointed 
Minister of State at the same office. As such, he was responsible for the negotiations 
leading to the Northern Ireland Peace Process, and was the first British minister to 
meet with Sinn Fein and the IRA for 25 years. He has been Vice President of the 
Anglo-Jordanian Society since 2016. He has been the Chairman of Global Strategy 
Forum since its foundation in May 2006.   
 
PROFESSOR SIR DAVID OMAND GCB is a Visiting Professor in the Department 
of War Studies, King’s College London and at PSIA Sciences Po in Paris.  In 2002 he 
was appointed the first UK Security and Intelligence Coordinator in the Cabinet 
Office where he drew up the UK’s counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST. He was 
previously Permanent Secretary of the UK Home Office, Director of GCHQ, and 
Deputy Under-Secretary of State for Policy in the MOD. He is the Senior Independent 
Director of the Board of Babcock International Group plc and a senior adviser to 
Paladin Capital investing in cybersecurity start-ups. He is writing a book on digital 
subversion and sedition. 
 
DEBORAH POUT is a freelance analyst and communications expert/consultant. She 
founded the Oxford Media Network. She helps organise the International Media 
Awards on the Middle East for the International Communications Forum.  She started 
her career as a researcher on Espresso, a consumer affairs programme at Channel 5.  
She was a cover producer for David Chater, the Middle East Correspondent for Sky 
News in Jerusalem. Deborah then was a freelance journalist and producer in 
Jerusalem for Sky News Australia and Singapore's Channel News Asia.  She was a 
Reuters Fellow at the University of Oxford and conducted research on the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict interviewing many of the key players on the ground. 


